
22 Mill Rd, Reepham, Norwich NR10 4JU 

 

On Thu, 14 May 2020 at 16:31, planning <planning@broadland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear  

Please could you provide us with your full postal address in order for us to log your concerns onto 
the application.  

Regards 

Mrs Amanda Elliott 

Business Support Officer (Technical) 

  

From:  

Sent: 14 May 2020 11:20 
To: planning 

Subject: Fwd: 20200847 

FAO - Charles Judson. 

I am writing about the planning application (202000847) for the disproportionately large new 

housing development in Reepham, which really is too big for the local services, including 

schools and GP to support. I realise that new homes are required and people need places to 

live, but the sheer volume risks damaging what is a now rare and relatively unspoilt 

small  rural town. I imagine you have had hundreds of emails in protest as local feeling is 

very stong, this really is too much for the town.   

As a resident on nearby Mill Road (with a young family), my main concern is the sheer 

volume of traffic which this will generate. Working off the recent survey by statista:  

https://www.statista.com/statistics/314912/average-number-of-cars-per-household-in-

england/  

the East of England is the worst area in the whole country for number of cars per 

household,  I imagine due to its remote location and people needing to travel for work. Using 

this average of 1.4 cars per household for the region, the proposed development would bring 

197 cars to this area of Reepham, which is already under pressure with school traffic during 

term time. 

I urge you to visit Reepham High School and Primary School at 15:30pm (when the 

lockdown has ended) to see how you fare. It can take 10-15 minutes to reach our house from 

the market square (less than 1 mile) with cars and even buses often mounting the paths to 

navigate. Add nearly 200 extra cars into the mix and critically at the junction to the school, 

and it is completely unsustainable. At the proposed open day at Reepham Town Hall, I spoke 

with the young man who represented the council about whether there had been a traffic 

assessment and he admitted he hadn't driven any of the local roads, let alone when the 

schools are finishing. I think this needs careful consideration by the council.  

mailto:planning@broadland.gov.uk
https://www.statista.com/statistics/314912/average-number-of-cars-per-household-in-england/
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 School children and traffic are not a good combination! 

Another traffic related point is what happens when Whitwell Road closes. Last year for a 

period of weeks the bridge at Whitwell station was closed for repairs. This meant that Mill 

Road was used as a cut through and became unpassable with cars getting stuck and long 

queues. Mill Road is a single lane narrow country track and not suitable for cars passing. If 

the proposed development goes ahead and aprox 200 cars start using Mill Road as a cut 

through (even when Whitwell Road is open), it risks damaging the banks and associated wild 

life/flora and fauna. Again this needs careful consideration by the council. 

If you still feel the proposed should go ahead, my personal opinion is that Rudds Lane needs 

to be considered as a one-way road with no access from Broomhill Lane & Whitwell Road.  

I would be more than happy to discuss this with you if you have any questions. 

Best regards, 

 


